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The Pinellas County Job Corps Center held their 2018-19 graduation ceremony Aug. 23
with Rep. Wengay Newton as the commencement speaker.
PAGE 2
COMMUNITY NEWS

Flowers will remember

Job Corps presents the
Class of 2019
BY ALLEN A. BUCHANAN
Staff Writer
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Commerce Park

ST. PETERSBURG -- Hundreds of proud parents, relatives
and friends stood and cheered
loudly as the Pinellas County Job
Corps Center's graduating Class
of 2019 marched proudly to their
seats in the center of the gymnasium last month.
The 92 seniors who walked to
receive their diplomas and job
certifications represented the
more than120 graduates for the
2018-19 school year. These young
men and women represented the

10th Job Corps graduating class.
Job Corps is a no-cost education and career technical training
program administered by the U.S.
Department of Labor that helps
young people ages 16 to 24 improve the quality of their lives
through career technical training.
Located at 500 22nd St. S,
Pinellas County Job Corps Center
also provides academic training,
including basic reading and math.
Courses in independent living,
employability skills, and career
success skills are also offered to
help students transition into the
workplace.Job Corps Community

Liaison Coordinator Corey
Givens, Jr. spoke about the program's long history of success
with youth who struggled in traditional high schools for a multitude
of reasons.
“Many of the students that
come to us had difficulty adjusting
to traditional high school due to
problems in their surroundings,”
said Givens.
Givens added that one of the
students named Michael Mathis
told him that he wanted to get
away from Jacksonville because
he "got tired of seeing young people die in his neighborhood and

didn't want to be another statistic."
Mathis will be entering the U.S.
Air Force this month.
Ariana Rodrigues was another
student who strutted proudly
across the stage to receive her
diploma. She and her family
moved to Brandon from New Jersey after Hurricane Sandy, one of
the worst east coast hurricanes in
history, destroyed their community in 2012.
According to Givens, Rodrigues was emotionally traumatized by the experience. However,
the young scholar eventually
See CLASS, page 4

School-to-Work Program plants seeds for future success
BY ALLEN A. BUCHANAN
Staff Writer
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ST. PETERSBURG -- Bethel
Community Foundation’s Summer
Bridge School-To-Work Readiness
program introduced 23 high school
age students 14-17 years old to the
skills necessary to achieve success
in today’s job market. The number
of participants nearly doubled in its
second year of implementation.
One of the tasks students had to
complete in their first week over the
summer involved writing a future
career claim statement. During the
next six weeks of class, students
were reminded of their future career
projections if they experienced challenging moments during their summer job training.
Employability skills training covered this summer included selfawareness, communication, goal
setting, anger management, feedback and criticism, assertiveness,
stress management, interview skills
and resumes.
Instructors for the Class of 2019
included Constance Shaw, Abram
Jones, Vincent Lisbon and William
Thomas. The program director is
James Myles.
Taisha Brooks, MD.
I am a cardiologist. As a
cardiologist, I
specialize in diagnosing,
treating and
preventing diseases
that
mainly affect
Taisha Brooks
the heart and
blood vessels.
Some of the conditions I encounter
include arrhythmia, angina, high

blood pressure, heart disease, heart
failure, cardiac arrest and coronary
heart disease.
I received my training and education while in the air force. Upon
entering the air force, I had to take
the AFOQT, scoring a 150. I passed
the physical fitness test and scored
a 1500 on my SAT, which was a requirement to enter into the air force.
In the armed services, it was my
mission to fly, fight, win in the air and
guide airmen to pursue our mission.
Jeffrey Bennet, P.O.
I am a law
enforcement
officer. I take
great pride in
both protecting and serving
my
community.
After graduating from high
Jeffrey Bennet
school,
I
served three years of active duty
in the army, which not only pro-

vided me with discipline, but also
paid for my college education
through the GI Bill.
I used my GI Bill tuition to earn
a bachelor’s degree in criminology
from Florida State University. After
graduating from college, I spent four
years as a probation officer before
applying to police academy.
The police academy was tough
and lasted 21 weeks total, but it was
worth the hard work because I am
now a proud member of our local
police force. I enjoy my beat and
look forward to having a K-9 partner
someday.
Destiny Brown
I am a
board-certified
orthodontist. I
examine, diagnose and treat
dental malocclusions and
oral
cavity
anomalies. I
Destiny Brown
also design and

fabricate appliances to realign teeth
and jaws to produce and maintain
normal function and to improve appearance.
I study diagnostic records such
as medical or dental histories, plaster models of the teeth, photos of a
patient's face and teeth and X-rays to
develop patient treatment plans. I
also analyze patient data to determine patient needs or treatment
goals.
Alexander Booker
I am a computer technician. Everyone
knows the importance of
technology in
our lives and
it’s great when
it works. But,
when someAlexander Booker
thing
goes
wrong it can make your day miserable. That’s where I come in. My
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A day Flowers will remember

Breaking
the Cycle

BY DEXTER MCCREE
Feature Writer

REV. DR. ROBERT L.
HARRISON, PH.D.
Men of S.T.E.E.L. Ministries
www.menofsteelministries.com

Battle scars: When the church
wounds its’ own, part 3
Praise the Lord
saints.
I’m not sure if you
knew of this passage of
scripture but it’s one of
those passages that
make you say, “Whoa, let
me read this again,” simply because it’s so applicable to what is currently
considered the mega
church.
Although there are
some that fit the mold
that aren’t quite mega
status, or under 1,000
membership.
Also, notice what the
Lord says specifically as
to the actions of the leadership and how He decides to deal with them.
What’s interesting to
note is I was just talking
in general to some folks
and they actually had an
experience similar and it
scarred them to the point
that they or someone
they know left the
church never to return.
So, this was put in the
Bible some 2,000 plus
years ago, but we are experiencing it even today.
I want to use the Amplified version and when
you read it you will understand why I chose to
do so.
Ezekiel 34:1-16 Amplified Bible (AMP)
34 And the word of
the Lord came to me,
saying, 2 “Son of man,
prophesy against the
shepherds of Israel.
Prophesy and say to
them, the [spiritual]
shepherds, ‘Thus says
the Lord God, “Woe
(judgment is coming) to
the [spiritual] shepherds
of Israel who have been
feeding
themselves!
Should not the shepherds feed the flock? 3
You eat the fat [the choicest of meat], and clothe
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yourselves with the wool,
you slaughter the best of
the livestock, but you do
not feed the flock. 4 You
have not strengthened
those who are weak, you
have not healed the sick,
you have not bandaged
the crippled, you have
not brought back those
gone astray, you have not
looked for the lost; but
you have ruled them
with force and violence. 5
They were scattered because there was no shepherd, and when they
were scattered, they became food for all the
predators of the field. 6
My flock wandered
through all the mountains and on every high
hill; My flock was scattered over all the face of
the earth and no one
searched or sought
them.”’”
7 Therefore, you
[spiritual] shepherds,
hear the word of the
Lord: 8 “As I live,” says
the Lord God, “certainly
because My flock has become prey, My flock has
even become food for
every predator of the
field for lack of a shepherd, and My shepherds
did not search for My
flock, but rather the
shepherds fed themselves and did not feed
My flock; 9 therefore,
you [spiritual] shepherds, hear the word of
the Lord: 10 ‘Thus says
the Lord God, “Behold, I
am against the shepherds, and I will demand
My flock from them and
make them stop tending
the flock, so that the
shepherds cannot feed
themselves anymore. I
will rescue My flock
from their mouth, so that
they will not be food for
them.”’”

11 For thus says the
Lord God, “Behold, I Myself will search for My
flock and seek them out.
12 As a shepherd cares
for his sheep on the day
that he is among his scattered flock, so I will care
for My sheep; and I will
rescue them from all the
places to which they
were scattered on a
cloudy and gloomy day.
13 I will bring them out
from the nations and
gather them from the
countries and bring them
to their own land; and I
will feed them on the
mountains of Israel, by
the streams, and in all
the inhabited places of
the land. 14 I will feed
them in a good pasture,
and their grazing ground
will be on the mountain
heights of Israel. There
they will lie down on
good grazing ground and
feed in rich pasture on
the mountains of Israel.
15 I will feed My flock
and I will let them lie
down [to rest],” says the
Lord God. 16 “I will seek
the lost, bring back the
scattered, bandage the
crippled, and strengthen
the weak and the sick;
but I will destroy the fat
and the strong [who
have become hardhearted and perverse]. I
will feed them with judgment and punishment.
This is a message
spoken specifically to the
priests or spiritual leaders of Israel but tell me it
doesn’t speak almost verbatim to what we all
know is happening currently.
I have to let this marinate.
Till next week,
God Bless.
Bishop-Elect Rev. Dr.
Robert L. Harrison, PhD

ST. PETERSBURG —
Jerius Flowers was excited about what was to
take place on Saturday. He
and his Lakewood Jr.
Spartans football team
was scheduled to play in a
scrimmage at Raymond
James Stadium during the
halftime of the University
of South Florida facing the
#19th ranked Wisconsin
Badgers.
The Badgers are a top
contending team in the
FBS and in and some polls
are predicted to win the
Big Ten Conference. The
South Florida Bulls have a
few notable names on
their side from St. Pete.
Flowers is ready to take it
all in.
The Bulls season
started with a 50-minute
weather delay due of the
effects of Hurricane Dorian.
There was also
much anticipation of the
season for Gary and
Melissa Roland who
waited out the delay to
cheer for their son, Zion
Roland.
A sophomore who
plays defensive back for
the Bulls, Roland came
from Admiral Farragut
Academy and joined the
Bulls last year as a speedy
wide receiver. Late last
season, he began the transition to defensive back.
Flowers recognized
another familiar person on
the sidelines for the Bulls
from St. Petersburg.
Shaun King, a gunslinger
from Gibbs High School
and former Tampa Bay
Buccaneers quarterback
is now USF’s running
backs coach.
In 1995, King was an
offensive star at Gibbs
High School throwing for
nearly 2,000 yards in his
senior year. He was inducted into the school’s
Hall of Fame in 2016.
King was named USF
running backs coach by
head
coach
Charlie
Strong in Jan. of 2017. He
previously served one
year on the Bulls’ coach-

Jerius Flowers
ing staff as the quarterback coach in 2016 under
then head coach Willie
Taggart.
When the action finally
started, Wisconsin took
the opening kickoff and
marched down the field,
scoring on a 37-yard
touchdown run. Did the
weather delay stifle the
enthusiasm of a new and
exciting season for the
USF?
If it did, there was no
carry over to Jerius, who
is a cousin to former USF
quarterback
Quinton
Flowers. Jerius excitement was because he was
attending his first college
football game and first
time in Raymond James
Stadium, home of the
Tampa Bay Buccaneers.
The loud cheers and
chants in the student section of the stadium and
the booming sounds of
USF’s Thundering Herd
Marching band playing in
the tunnel increased
Jerius’ adrenalin level.
“I’ve never had this
kind of experience. We
had an opportunity to tour
the locker rooms and
walk around the stadium.

It was fun going up on the
pirate ship. Today was
good,” said Jerius, a freshman at The Boca Ciega
High School and member
of Lakewood Jr. Spartans,
midget division.
Jerius was also accompanied by his parents,
Major and Denese, along
with his two sisters. It is a
day that the family will
never forget.
On the football side,
things didn’t go so favorably. Jerius and his teammates’ excitement about
playing on the same field
as the Bucs was derailed.
Rain and the condition of
the field had something to
do with it.
It was disappointing
for Jerius and the outcome of the game did not
help either. The Wisconsin Badgers crushed the
Bulls 49-0. For sure, the
Rolands and Coach King
shared his sentiments.
For a first time watching a college game in a
professional stadium, it
was not a bad experience.
One day, Jerius could be
the one waiting on the
field for the kickoff.
Dreams do come true!
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She persisted
Dear Editor:
It has been over a
decade since two African
Americans have served on
the St. Petersburg City
Council simultaneously.
The Nov. 2019 General
Election will change that.
On Tuesday night,
Aug. 27, four black female
candidates claimed victory in St. Petersburg’s
City Council Primary
Election — results widely
hailed as a reaction to the
lack of representation of
people of color in local
government.
In District 5, we see
two well-known leaders in
the black community facing off to replace term-limited Councilman Steve
Kornell, and in District 7,
we have an establishment
candidate going head-to-

head with a millennial activist running on a platform of reparations.
Both Districts 5 and 7
are considered two of the
city’s three “minority-majority” districts, along with
District 6, a seat currently
held by a Caucasian female
who is not currently up for
re-election. Each of these
seats, respectively, was
carved out specifically for
the purpose of giving
African-American voters a
voice, a vote and validation.
Whichever way this
election goes in eight
weeks, for the first time
this century, voters will
see a woman of color representing District 5.
District 5 encompasses a number of south
St. Petersburg neighborhoods, including Maximo

Moornings and Lakewood
Estates. Trenia Cox and
Deborah Figgs-Sanders
are both vying to be the
winner in November.
Both of whom have
significant name recognition and a long track
record of service to their
communities. Cox garnered 35 percent of the
vote compared to FiggsSanders 29.6 percent. One
candidate has full-support
of the Democratic Party
establishment and the
other has embraced bipartisan support from across
the county.
District 7 includes
many of the city’s most economically impoverished
neighborhoods, such as
Jordan Park, Childs Park
and other portions of Midtown. The incumbent, Lisa

Wheeler-Bowman, is a political machine who knows
how to fundraiser.
Her
22-year-old
Uhuru-backed opponent,
Eritha “Akile” Cainion,
has also amassed a war
chest of her own, which
she will need running in a
citywide race. Some have
argued that they’ve seen
no change in the district
since the incumbent was
elected four years ago.
Others believe things are
progressing naturally.
The hurdles to citywide elections are historically high. First of all, it
costs a lot of money to run
a successful citywide campaign — roughly $75,000.
These relatively steep
fundraising demands have
traditionally favored the
“politically connected.”

Without single-member districts, candidates
must assemble broad winning alliances. All these
conditions have historically favored white candidates. This election gives
St. Petersburg’s voters
something new.
This is an opportunity
for residents to compare
candidates and ask the
tough questions: Who
would you most want to
represent you? And what
have they done for your
community?
The overall voter
turnout for the primary
was less than 17 percent,
which is average for an
off-year election. Democracy is a right that our ancestors died for and it
must not be taken lightly.
The right to vote is sacred;

Corey Givens, Jr.
voting empowers the constituent and the community, as a whole.
One can only remain
optimistic and hope that
when voters make their
way to the polls Nov. 5, the
race becomes less about
race and more about aptitude and experience.
Respectfully,
Corey Givens, Jr., President Poor People’s Campaign St. Petersburg
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Commerce Park needs a reset
Dear Editor:
A proposal was resubmitted to St. Petersburg City
Council recently for the project called Commerce Park.
It is essentially a 14-acre parcel of land that the city entered into a development
deal to bring jobs and housing to Midtown.
The original deal did not
work out and the city had
begun eviction proceedings.
The tenants came up with a
revised proposal and resubmitted it to city administration, who then presented it
to city council for approval.
After several issues were
raised, the proposal was
pulled for further review.
That is where the proposal
currently sits.
First, let me say that the
original proposal was deficient in many respects.
Those deficiencies were one
of several reasons that it did
not work out. The revised
proposal is equally deficient
for the following reasons:
1. The goods and services being produced by the
businesses are not for consumption by the community.
They are being produced for
other customers that live
outside the community.
2. The promise of jobs is
the magic elixir that has
been used time and again to
get this community to go
along with projects. However, further analysis has
often shown many of the

jobs to be transitional, filled
by others, temporary, illusory or outright non-existent.
Most of the jobs generated by this project are actually jobs that already exist,
and they are not currently
being performed by Midtown residents. The new
jobs that could be performed by Midtown residents are on average,
average jobs. They are not
high paying jobs.
The people who would
hold these jobs, for the most
part, would not be able to afford to live in the housing developed in the rest of the
project, unless the city provided additional subsidies to
the project.
3. Half of the 300 units of
housing are permitted to be
market rate housing. The
other half is designed to be
work force housing where
occupants could qualify on
income of 80 percent to 120
percent of Area Median Income (AMI).
If the city can provide additional subsidy, 10 percent
of the work force housing
can be provided to tenants
that meet 60 percent of AMI.
While this may sound appealing, the reality is that
most of the current residents of Midtown would not
qualify for the work force
housing much less the market rate housing.
In other words, the

Visionary
Brief
by Keisha Bell, Esq.
Many are told as a child
to do their best. The life lesson of this is to find peace
and self-satisfaction in doing
your best because you will
not always win.
But what happens when
your best is in fact the best,
yet people still reject you because you do not “fit” what
they have been conditioned
to think “the best” looks like?
What happens when it is
thought that your look hinders your ability to fit in at an
office, and as a result you are
not offered the job?
Meet Taylor Townsend,
a professional tennis player.
Townsend was born April
16, 1996, in Chicago. In 2012,
she became only the second
American to be named the
International Tennis Federation Junior World Champion when she finished the
year ranked Number 1 in
the girls’ junior rankings.

Also
that
year,
Townsend became only the
second American to win the
junior Australian Open titles
in singles. Because she won
the doubles title at that same
event, she became only the
second American to win
both the singles and doubles
titles at a junior grand slam
event. In 2012, Taylor
won three out of the four junior grand slam doubles titles.
At six years old,
Townsend started playing
tennis. Seeing that she had a
special talent, at eight years
old her family moved to Atlanta so that she could continue advanced training. By
14, she moved to Boca
Raton to join the USTA development program.
At 15 years old,
Townsend reached the third
round in the doubles event
at the 2011 US Open. In addition, she received a wild

housing is not being developed for use by the current
residents of Midtown. It is
being developed for people
that currently live in other
parts of the city, or is new to
the area.
When a project is developed in a community that
does not provide goods and
services for the residents of
that community, it creates
jobs, most of which are not
held by the residents of that
community, and develops
housing that is unaffordable
for the current residents of
that community, it meets the
textbook definition of gentrification.
Allowing this project to
move forward would be a
travesty given the dire need
of the entire city and the Midtown community in particular for affordable housing.
The city providing subsidies for market rate housing,
as would be the case if the
tabled proposal was to move
forward, makes no sense.
The city has a very vibrant
development environment
for market rate housing. It
is being built in every nook
and cranny available.
Some would say that
subsidizing market rate
units is necessary in order to
get the affordable units built.
The reality is that would actually be an inefficient way to
get affordable housing into
the community. It is much
more efficient to just provide

subsidy to an affordable
housing project.
What is needed here is a
reset. The developers of the
original project were given a
very fair opportunity to
bring their project to fruition.
They failed to do so. In the
meantime, the city has
moved forward, and circumstances have changed to
such an extent that new alternatives need to be considered and pursued.
St. Petersburg is a very
built out city. There are very
few large tracts of land for
the development of anything. Giving up a 14-acre
plot of land for 31 great jobs
would be a difficult deal to
justify. Giving up a plot of
this size and magnitude for
31 very average jobs that are
only guaranteed through a
relatively short compliance
period would be a dereliction of duty.
This plot of land is
unique. It is ideally situated
within a community in dire
need of affordable housing.
There may not be another
plot of land within the city so
ideally located, certainly not
within this community.
In addition, the city can
and should require the developers to agree to commit
the project to affordable
housing for a period of at
least 50 years. This compares very favorably to giving it away for relatively
short-term job guarantees.

This whole process was
undertaken to allow the city
to utilize this acreage for job
creation. After the original
plan failed, this back up idea
was developed to avoid having to repay the Department
of Labor money it had provided for the acquisition of
the land.
While this may have had
some level of importance in
the past, it no longer should.
Even if the jobs generated
are everything that the developers say they are, their
value pales in comparison to
the necessity for affordable
housing at this time.
The city should simply
reimburse the Labor Department. That would free
them up to make the best
long-term decision, not only
for Midtown, but for the city
as a whole. Currently, the
provision of affordable housing is far more important
than the provision of a few
short-term jobs.
It is strongly recommended that this administration resubmit this acreage in
a Request for Proposal for affordable housing for the entire project. They would also
be well advised to properly
incentivize the request so
that more of the housing
could qualify under the 60
percent of AMI standard.
The balance of the project would have to meet the
80 percent to 120 percent of
AMI standards, which

Larry Newsome
would allow most of the current residents of Midtown to
qualify to live in the project.
The city just announced
a new affordable housing
program. This project as an
affordable housing project
would allow the city to hit the
ground running. It would
allow them to create a
benchmark that could steer
the direction of this program
for the rest of its 10-year life.
This project provides the
city with an opportunity to
address an urgent need
while working to restore
some sense of assurance
within this community that
the city is finally going to do
what it says it is going to do.
I would certainly like to
encourage this administration
to move forward with this
project and get the community involved with its development and implementation
from the outset. This could
create the opportunity for a
new beginning that is so
sorely needed by the Midtown community and the City
of St. Petersburg.

Her Paternalistic
Face-Off
card into the singles qualifying draw and defeated the
then-ranked world Number
122 player in the first
round. Townsend proved
that she belonged on the
world stage.
The following year, she
was shocked when she
was denied her request for a
wild card for the US Open
main draw or for the qualifying tournament. In addition
to this, she was asked by
the USTA to sit out of the
2012 US Open Junior tournament due to her weight.
In short, Townsend’s
look made decision-makers
uncomfortable because they
did not think she “fit” the
part for preforming on the
world stage.
In a Wall Street Journal
article titled “Why the USTA
Benched America’s Best
Junior,”
Patrick
McEnroe, the then-general

manager of the USTA’s
player development program, stated, “Our concern
is her long-term health,
number one, and her longterm development as a
player. We have one goal in
mind: For her to be playing
in Arthur Ashe Stadium in
the main draw and competing for major titles when it’s
time.”
The obvious hypocrisy
with his statement was the
fair number of elite tennis
players who were allowed to
play on the main stage
whose bodies were not
sculpted.
Townsend was hurt.
After all, she was developing
as a tennis player and as a
person the right way, and
achieving desired results. In
order to advance at that moment, however, she had to
face-off against paternalism.
At first, the USTA re-

fused to pay for Townsend’s
junior tournament expenses. To its surprise,
Townsend entered the tournament by paying her own
way.
She reached the quarterfinals before being defeated. Feeling the pressure,
the USTA later agreed to reimburse Townsend for her
expenses and McEnroe
apologized.
Still, the USTA decision
had a cost that could not be
recouped — Townsend’s
opportunity to compete for a
wild card to enter the main
draw of the US Open. She
split from her USTA
coaches but did not let go of
her tennis goals.

pression,” said Davis,
adding that the move to a
new stated was traumatic.
When Davis began her
career certification classes,
she was fortunate enough
to have a teacher who not
only introduced students
to book knowledge about
business but who also took
them on community field
trips where students had
the opportunity to observe
how business is conducted
in the real world.
It was not long before
Davis realized that her
inner calling was to become a leader. She substantiated that fact when
she emerged from her depression, ran for president
of the Student Government Association and won.
In several ways, many

of the student's experiences mirror those of commencement speaker and
elected official Wengay
Newton, Sr. when he was
growing up in south St.
Pete.
“I held upon the same
path that you are about to
embark upon for an 18month technical degree,”
said Newton, Sr.
The State Representative of District 70 highlighted some demographic
statistics that in one way or
the other touched upon
the lives of the students
and families at the graduation.
“Single divorced female raising eight kids off
government
subsidies,
food stamps, welfare, government cheese, free

At the 2013 Indian Wells
Masters, Townsend made
her WTA Tour debut in singles and won her first match.
She has had to overcome
gut wrenching obstacles.
Still, the US Open continues
to give Townsend signature
memories.
This year, she achieved
her first victory against a top
10 player when she upset
the then-ranked world Number 4 in a third-set tiebreaker
in the second round. No
matter what, Townsend is a
champion. Her paternalistic
face-off taught us that.
Keisha Bell is an attorney, author, and public servant. www.emergingfree.com

Job Corps graduates students for success
CLASS, from front page

blossomed “like a butterfly” and went from being
distracted and focused and
completed her Career,
Technical and Trade certification.
“The students are not
just our trainees but our
family,” said Givens.
Young adults who are
accepted into Job Corps
have many intrinsic bene-

fits that help them focus on
becoming productive citizens such as no-cost housing, books and supplies,
childcare allotment, meals
and more.
Approximately 170 students live on campus, and
130 students live off-campus. Pinellas County Job
Corps is working to increase its capacity by an

additional 150 students in
the near future.
Dajah Davis shared her
experiences on how Job
Corps has impacted her
life so far. Originally from
Memphis, she arrived in
St. Pete with a high school
diploma but was not ready
to take on college or the
world of work.
“I was kinda into a de-

Sam Kolapo, Center Director, Pinellas County Job Corps Center

City Councilman
Charlie Gerdes
stopped by to give the
graduates words of
encouragement
lunch, reduced lunch,
summer jobs, afterschool
jobs -- you're looking at it!
But everything reminds
me of everything that I
am!”
Newton said he took
full advantage of every opportunity that was given to
him to help him realize his
full potential.
To learn more about
what Pinellas County Job
Corps has to offer, log on to
pinellascounty.jobcorps.gov.
To
reach
Allen
Buchanan,
email
abuchanan@theweeklychallenger.com
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AFRICAN
AMERICAN
HISTORY

FRONT AND CENTER
BY JACQUELINE
WILLIAMS HUBBARD,
ESQ.
ASALH President

Imagine the circumstance that existed after
the Civil War:
• The enslaved were
freed
The Southern slave
states that had seceded
from the Union and
formed the Confederacy
had lost the war
Nearly 180,000 black
armed Union Troops,
who knew how to use
guns, had fought with the
Union in the War
The institution of
forced, enslaved free
labor had ended
The plantations were
dying out
The rich plantation
owners were becoming
impoverished.
Plantations could not
stay profitable without
free labor to tend their
cotton, rice, indigo, tobacco and other crops.
There was confusion, resentment, bitterness and
deep
racial
hatred
throughout the South.
As many as 620,000
soldiers had been killed
in an era when medicine
and surgery were in their
infancy. An equivalent
proportion of today’s population would be six million people, according to
historian Drew Gilpin
Faust in “This Republic
of Suffering: Death and
the American Civil War.”
The remaining majority of non-plantation owning whites were poor and

illiterate. Hatred and resentment ruled the
South. Instead of blaming
their poor warrior skills
and lack of preparation
for war, the Confederates
blamed their defeat on
the “turncoat enslaved”
and the “overwhelming
military might of the
Union Army.”
Yet, their deepest hatred was for the emancipated blacks who told the
lie on enslavement: it was
a barbaric, cruel institution that destroyed families,
exerted
full
dominion over the enslaved, who had no rights
and served at the mercy
the slave owner, who was
often heartless, sadistic
and mean-spirited.
However, the Civil
War allowed black people
the opportunity to resist
enslavement en masse,
escape and fight for their
freedom. This made the
experience of the black
Union soldier unique.
According to Faust, “the
conflict was a moment for
both divine and human
retribution, as well as an
opportunity become the
agent rather than the victim of violence.”
How did the victorious North decide how to
handle this enormous
challenge? Not since the
founding of the Union
had so pressing a problem confronted the nation. First in importance
were the Civil War
Amendments.
The
Thirteenth,
Fourteenth and Fifteenth
Amendments to the

United States Constitution set forth four fundamental
Constitutional
guarantees to the formerly enslaved:
(1) the abolition of
slavery
(2) equal protection
under the laws of the
United States
(3) entitlement to due
process under the laws of
the United States
(4) the right to vote.
Second, were the Reconstruction Acts establishing the Freedman’s
Bureau. Third, was the
use of Union troops to enforce the newly enacted
rights among a group of
Southerners who had
lost their civil rights, including the right to vote
if they had participated in
the South’s insurrection.
According to W.E.B.
DuBois in his seminal
work “Black Reconstruction in America, 18601880,” the effort at
Reconstruction was a
huge undertaking, partly
because of the enormous
size of the black population and partly because
of the massive resistance
to full citizenship for
black people, especially
the resistance to the right
to vote.
As to sheer population numbers, DuBois
noted that before 1830,
the black population had
passed the “two million
mark helped by the increased importations just
before 1808, and the illicit
smuggling up until 1820.”
In 1850, blacks reached
3,638,808 and before the

THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 5, 2019

Reconstruction: The second
Civil War
Civil War stood at
4,441,830.
Reconstruction was
hard fought and lasted
for a relatively short period of time. For the first
time in America, all black
men could vote. Blacks
were elected to high office, even to the United
States Congress. Union
Troops came to the
South to protect the ballot and with the Freedman’s Bureau, ensured
the right to vote and the
building of the first public
schools for Black Americans.
All efforts were met
with severe anti-black violence. Teachers, doctors, dentists, lawyers,
writers, artists, the black
press, skilled artisans
and craftsmen began to
bring their talents to
fruition. Never again to
be totally suppressed.
Historically
Black
Colleges and Universities
(HBCU) began to be
built. Prosecution of the
Ku Klux Klan was enforced by President
Ulysses S. Grant, who instituted the Office of the
United States Attorney to
fight them and actively
supported Reconstruction and voting rights.
It was a battle fought
but ultimately — some
would argue — lost for
the soul of America. Violent resistance was
fierce. DuBois summed
up the situation when he
wrote: “How two theories
of the future of America
clashed and blended just
after the Civil War: the

Portrait of the first black senator, H. M. Revels
of Mississippi (far left) and black
representatives of Congress during the
Reconstruction Era, circa 1870-1875.
one was abolition-democracy based on freedom,
intelligence and power
for all men; the other was
industry for private profit
directed by an autocracy
determined at any price
to amass wealth and
power. The uncomprehending resistance of the
South, and the pressure
of black folks, made
these two thoughts uneasy and temporary allies.”
By 1876, after the
compromise election of
President
Rutherford
Hayes, Reconstruction
began to end. The protection of the vote by Union
Troops was withdrawn,
insurrectionists
were
again permitted to vote,
the Ku Klux Klan reemerged, Black Codes
that openly discriminated
against black Americans
and rigidly enforced segregation became the law
in the South.
Without the support
of the North, the univer-

sal right to vote gradually
disappeared and disenfranchisement became
the norm through technical requirements most
black Americans could
not meet, such as poll
taxes.
Open violence against
those who attempted to
vote became widespread.
A reign of terror against
black Americans began
in earnest. The Equal
Justice Initiative, located
in Montgomery, Ala., has
counted 4,400 terror
lynchings between 1870
and 1950. This violent reaction to Reconstruction
did not begin to dissipate
until the 1950s when the
Civil Rights struggle
began.
Attorney Jacqueline
Hubbard graduated from
the Boston University Law
School. She is currently
the president of the St. Petersburg Branch of the Association for the Study of
African American Life
and History, Inc.
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CHURCH DIRECTORY
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955 20th Street South • St. Petersburg, FL 33712

First Baptist Institutional Church

(727) 894-4311
Email: info@mzprogressive.org
Website: www.mzprogressive.org

3144 Third Avenue South,
St. Petersburg, FL 33712
Phone: 727-323-7518

Sunday Worship Services............................7:45 a.m. & 10:00 a.m.
Sunday School...................................................................9:00 a.m.
Wednesday Mid-Day Bible Study .......................Noon - 12:30 p.m.
Wednesday Prayer Service ...............................................6:00 p.m.
Wednesday Bible Study ....................................................6:30 p.m.
Youth Chapel Services - 921 20th Street South
Sunday Worship Service .................................................10:00 a.m.
Wednesday Small Group Bible Study ..............................6:30 p.m.
Rev. Louis M. Murphy Sr.
Senior Pastor

The Weekly Challenger

www.theweeklychallenger.com
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Sunday School 9:30 a.m.
Praise Time 10:45 a.m.
Morning Worship 10:45 a.m.

Mission Statement:

Tuesday Night Live Prayer Service & Bible Study 7 p.m.

Impact the world by equipping believers
to reach the lost with the gospel of Jesus Christ.

Come Worship With the First Baptist Family

BETHEL METROPOLITAN BAPTIST CHURCH
3455 - 26th Avenue South, St. Petersburg, FL 33711
Telephone (727) 327-0554 • Fax (727) 327-0240
E-mail: bchurch5@tampabay.rr.com Web site: www.bmmbc.org

BETHEL COMMUNITY BAPTIST CHURCH
2901 - 54th Avenue South
St. Petersburg, FL. 33712
(727) 866-2567

Sunday Worship Service ....................10:15 a.m.

SERVICES
Sunday School: 9:00 a.m.

Sunday School .....................................9:00 a.m.
Teen Summit (Wednesday)..................7:00 p.m.
Bible Study (Wednesday) ....................7:00 p.m.

“God’s House To The City”

REV. DR. WAYNE G. THOMPSON,
PASTOR

Sunday Worship Service: 10:00 a.m.
Rev. Rickey L. Houston,
Pastor

Rev. Dr. Manuel L. Sykes

Mid-Week Worship: Wednesday 7:00 p.m.

Welcome – Bienvenidos
ST. AUGUSTINE’S EPISCOPAL CHURCH

Joyful Spirit, Joyful Jazz
The Rev. Josie Rose,
Priest-in-Charge

2920 26th Avenue South, St. Petersburg 33712
727-867-6774
StAugustine@tampabay.rr.com

Sunday Communion and Worship Service 9:00 a.m.
Communion and Healing Service 11:00 a.m. Tuesdays
Victory Christian Center Church

20th Street
Church Of Christ

3012 18th Avenue South
St. Petersburg, Fla. 33712
(727) 321-0911
www.Victorychristiancenterchurch.org

Donn & Jean
Freshler

Schedule of Services
Sunday Worship*
10:30 a.m.
Wednesday Bible Study* -7:00 p.m.
Friday Prayer -7:00 p.m.
Intercessory Prayer - 9:00 a.m.
(except Wednesdays)

Victory Christian Center is a Word of Faith Church.
For more information about the other services and
ministries at Victory Christian Center, please call (727) 321-0911.
*Nursery and Youth Services Available

Bro. Robert Smith

825 20th Street South
St. Petersburg, FL 33712
Home: 896-8006

Sunday Bible Class (All Ages)
Sunday Morning Worship
Sunday Evening Worship
Ladies Bible Class Monday
Monday Evening Bible Class
Wednesday Morning Bible Class
Wednesday Evening Bible Class

..........8:30 a.m.
..........9:45 a.m.
.........6:00 p.m.
..........7:00 p.m.
..........7:00 p.m.
........10:00 a.m.
............7:00 p.m.

YOUR

CHURCH AD
COULD
BE HERE

Call: 727-896-2922

INSPIRATIONS
BY DIERDRE DOWNING-JACKSON

Joy and Peace Restored
When you allow joy and peace to be taken from you; Your life seems to stand still.
Your sadness results in lies that are told; and you pray for revelation of GOD’s will.
You see GOD gave each of us a choice to make; and HE leaves it in our hands:
To be destroyed by the enemy’s prowess or to decide gently to take our Master’s hand.
GOD’s wisdom taken from HIS Word says, NO weapon will prosper against us;
When we stand on HIS Word and hold on to our faith; there is nothing that is impossible
for us.
Decide to let no one, no circumstances and nothing, rob you of your joy in CHRIST JESUS.
Always remember that “... the joy of the LORD is your strength”.
The peace of our GOD will rest upon you, as you press toward your mark in CHRIST
JESUS; Just remember to pray and that in HIS presence, you can go to any length.
Be willing to speak the truth in love and always be obedient to HIS call.
Keep trusting and know that our Heavenly Father will catch you when you fall.
The peace of GOD will hold you steady; And HIS joy for you will be restored.
Your choice to follow JESUS CHRIST, will restore your peace and your joy .
Our GOD in heaven will forever equip you to handle every challenge that this life will hold.
Choose to walk by faith and trust in HIM; and your enemies will be destroyed.
Walk by faith and show them all, that your peace and joy no one can take.
Love unconditionally and be a blessing to all; restoration of your joy and peace in CHRIST
JESUS will never break.
May the joy and peace of GOD be with you.” AMEN
“...For the joy of the LORD is your strength.” Nehemiah 8:10 KJV
“And the peace of God, which passeth all understanding, shall keep your hearts and minds
through CHRIST JESUS.”

YOUR CHURCH
AD COULD BE
HERE
Contact: 727-896-2922

CHURCH DIRECTORY
The Weekly Challenger
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ST. MARK MISSIONARY BAPTIST CHURCH
1301 - 37th Street South, St. Petersburg, FL
(727) 321-6631 • www.stmarkch.org
Schedule of Services
Church School ..................................... 9:30 a.m.
Morning Worship ............................... 10:45 a.m.
Baptist Training Union......................... 5:00 p.m.
Prayer Meeting and Bible Study
Wednesday 7:00 p.m.
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THE ROCK OF JESUS MISSIONARY BAPTIST CHURCH
SUNDAY SERVICES/WEEKLY ACTIVITIES
10:30 a.m. Worship Service
9:00 a.m. Breakfast (First Sunday only)
9:30 a.m. Sunday School (First Sunday Only)
Sunday School 9:15 a.m. / Devotion 10:15 a.m.
Praise & Worship 10:20 a.m. / Worship Services 10:30 a.m.
Saints of Prayer - Monday 12:00 noon
Weekly Bible Study - Tuesday 6:30 p.m.
Adult Choir Rehearsals - Thursday 6:30 p.m.

Van service is available by calling: (727) 327-0015

Rev. Brian K. Brown

THE ROCK OF JESUS IS LOCATED AT:
3940 – 18th AVE. S., St. Petersburg, Florida
Telephone: 727-327-0015 • Fax: 727-327-0021
Email: rojmbe@knology.net
Office Hours: Tues. & Thurs. 10 a.m. - 5 p.m.

Rev. Frank W.
Peterman, Jr.
Pastor

Friendship Missionary Baptist Church
3300 31st St. S., St. Petersburg, FL 33712
(727) 906-8300 www.fmbctheship.net
Email: fmbc3300@verizon.net
Dr. John A. Evans, Pastor

WORSHIP EXPERIENCES
Sunday Worship .......................................................................7:45 a.m. and 10:45 a.m.
Sunday School......................................................................................................9:30 a.m.
Wednesday ..............................Noonday Wednesday in the Word and Bread of Life
7:00 p.m. Prayer and Wednesday in the Word
7:00 p.m. Youth Enrichment
Our Mission: Friendship Missionary Baptist Church is a family of believers in
Christ, reaching out to the world, preaching the gospel to the unsaved and
teaching the saved to serve by demonstrating the Love of Christ.

CHURCH NEWS
St. Mark MBC
A message from our pas- or condemnation? Do you
tor . . . You Are What You look for the strengths in others or focus on their weakEat
“And Jesus answered nesses? Whatever you feed
him, It is written, that man yourself, you become.
In Luke 4:1, we find
shall not live by bread alone,
but by every word of God.” Jesus being led by the Holy
Ghost into the wilderness
Luke 4:4
Have you ever heard the where he fasted for forty
old cliché “You are what you days. He was then tempted
eat”? This old saying has hit by Satan that if He was the
home for many health-con- Son of God to command a
scious Americans who are stone be turned into bread.
obsessed with organically Jesus’ response in verse 4
processed food, no preserv- states “it is written that man
atives, counting calories and shall not live by bread alone,
but by every word of God.”
reducing fat grams.
Feeding ourselves the
Oddly enough this cliché
holds a very strong vivid bread of life, which is the
meaning in the believer’s word of God, produces enlife. What do you feed your- couragement, praise, worfaithfulness,
self daily? Is it a combination ship,
of doubt and anger or criti- longsuffering, meekness,
cism and envy? Do you build gentleness and love.
So I ask yourself, what
your brother up or tear him
down with harsh words? Is will you feed on today?
A new bible study series
your mouth filled with praise

begins in September on
Wednesday evenings at 7:00
p.m. centered around the
book Anxious for Nothing,
by Max Lucado. On September 15, we will fellowship
with the Highlands Missionary Baptist Church in Tampa
as they celebrate their Pastor’s 24th Anniversary at
4:00 p.m.
Weekly Events:
Sunday School - Sundays
@9:30 a.m.
Worship Service - Sundays @10:45 a.m.
Young Adult Ministry
(YAMS) - Sundays @9:30
a.m.
Senior Hour of Power
Bible Study - Wednesdays
@9:30 a.m.
Prayer Meeting and
Bible Study - Wednesdays @
7:00 p.m.

Pastor’s Corner
BY REV. DR. DORAL R. PULLEY,
SPIRITUAL LEADER
TODAY’S CHURCH Tampa Bay

Celebrate Your Teachers!
Scripture – “The time you
ought to be teachers, you
have need that one teach you
again the first principles of
the oracles of God; and are
become such as have need of
milk, and not of strong meat
(Hebrews 5:12).”
Denial – I will never graduate from having a spiritual
teacher in my life.
Affirmation – The Holy
Spirit also flows through others to teach me what I need
to know.
There is always more for
you to learn. As you grow,
God places various natural
and spiritual teachers in your
life to share with you the
things that you need to know
to be the best Wayshower
that you can be. Some of
those teachers offer guidance

about the things that are
yours to do. Other teachers
instruct you through their example of what not to do.
John, the Baptist, was not
only Jesus’ cousin but he was
also his spiritual teacher.
John, the Baptist, preached
about repentance and the
Kingdom of God in the
wilderness of Judea. Jesus
continued that kingdom message by spreading it into numerous cities and villages.
John, the Baptist, baptized
people with water. Jesus took
baptism to the next dimension when he baptized people
with the Holy Spirit.
No matter how evolved
you think and feel you are,
you never graduate from
needing a spiritual teacher in
your life. Regardless of the

magnitude of your gifts and
talents, remain open to the
advice of someone who is already doing what you desire
to do. When you receive all
that you can from one spiritual teacher, God sends another teacher in your life to
take you to the next dimension. Following the lessons
that spiritual teachers give
are for your own protection,
growth, and development.
Reflection Question –
Who are the teachers that
have taught you the most
powerful life lessons? What
lessons did they teach you
that made a profound impact
on the direction of your life?
Thanksgiving Activity –
Thank God for each of the
teachers who helped you
along your journey.
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Experts In Life-Changing Care
By LaShante Keys, Empath Health Community Outreach Specialist

CHAT offers senior socialization
and education
It is beautiful to see neighbors connect
with each other and receive the community resources they need to prosper. Many
of our elderly living alone don’t have access to resources. That is why our CHAT
(Community Health Access Talk) program is so important to seniors.
Kelly Siegel, a fellow Empath Health
community partnership specialist, has run
a CHAT program for about three years at
a local residential community. These
monthly meetings open the door to fellowship, information, discussion and fun.
“This group has been one of my
longest. We like to play bingo. I bring a savory snack and a sweet snack. I bring a
special concoction of unsweet tea and
blackberry lemonade that we mix. Sharing of food, drink and laughter is an important ritual. Once you do that with people,
they can relax and talk about anything,”
Siegel explained.
Attendees learn about the wide spectrum of Empath Health programs and
services.
“I pick a mini-topic. I ask, ‘Did you
know we have a Suncoast Hospice Integrative Medicine Clinic? Did you know we
use our volunteers in these ways? Did you
know our Suncoast PACE program has an
artist who teaches painting classes?’,”
Siegel noted.
The group also shares stories of their
hospice care experiences, grief and lives.
“I do holiday blues as a topic every
year. Many of the residents are single and
alone. That’s a life change. They may miss
the big family gatherings, big meals, rituals and loved ones. Recognizing that may
be why they feel sad and getting them prepared for those thoughts can lessen the intensity,” she added.
Neighbors Jeanetta Nunn Andry and
Brenda Huffman are retired and formerly
from Michigan. They were among the first
people to move into this residential community about five years ago.
Andry maintains an active and social
life focused on family and friends. She
keeps in contact with her many family
members, goes shopping, listens to music,
visits and helps out her neighbors, celebrates birthdays and attends CHAT and
other residential activities. She benefits
from CHAT education and conversations.
“It helps when Kelly sits down and
goes through programs and questions. We
laugh, play games and have fun with her.
We are able to mingle with each other. We

get to voice our opinions about things in
life. It’s like an extension of friendship.
There are people here who need that connection. Since my mother has passed, not
quite two years ago, it really helps to talk
with other people,” Andry said.
She especially has appreciated information about Empath Health care, medical planning and other services through
CHAT and the Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.
Gospel Health Breakfast held in St. Petersburg.
“Kelly has talked about the pet volunteer program and living wills, which are
necessary. Very few of us knew there were
Resale Shops, and I’m going to put those
on my list to do. I’m thinking about being
part of PACE. The celebration for Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. was so nice. They had
people perform and there was information
about Empath programs. It was very educational and enjoyable,” she shared.
Huffman’s life is concentrated on service, faith, culture and wellness. She volunteers for the YMCA, an elementary school
and a ministry, attends church, goes to the
theater, participates in Zumba, line dancing, workshops and more at the YMCA
and participates in CHAT. She values
CHAT information and stimulation.
The holiday blues CHAT particularly
resonated with her.
“One of the CHAT sessions that really
stood out was about depression and sadness that sometimes comes over people
during the holidays. We old people think
about memories of what we used to do as
kids or what we used to do with our kids
and families. It really was a blessing to confront that. She talked about having new traditions,” she said.
She and the group have benefited from
getting together to learn about Empath
Health.
“I like what Empath is doing and that
it’s an option. Having Kelly come out to us
once a month is a blessing. Her activities
promote the social aspect with neighbors.
Sometimes we have a tendency to isolate
ourselves in our apartments and this does
bring us out for laughter and fun. I believe
in lifelong learning. I appreciate any
nuggets that she can bring to us. The information is always timely, encouraging
and challenging,” Huffman expressed.
To learn more about the Empath
Health network, visit EmpathHealth.org
or call (727) 523-3427 to schedule a community presentation.

CONNECT
WITH US!
Empath Health CHAT Participants
Jeanetta Nunn Andry and Brenda Huffman

BoowwtieB aall

Empath Health
Community Partnership
Specialist Kelly Siegel
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Saturday, November 2, 2019
The Vinoy Renaissance Resort
501 Fifth Ave. N., St. Petersburg
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oday at
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Wall Street Journal, Bloomberg, Time, Inc.
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School-to-Work Program plants seeds for future success
WORK, from front page

job includes:
• Installing software or
hardware
• Maintaining and repairing equipment
• Troubleshooting different computer issues
• Determining and installing appropriate security
measures
• Configuring computer
networks
• Providing technical
support on-site or via phone
or email
I obtained my computer
science degree from the University of Central Florida and
now own my own computer
repair business.

My mother always told
me that “you can do anything
you put your mind to.”
Those words of encouragement stayed with me while I
earned my animal science
degree at the University of
North Carolina. I’m happy
that I’ve not only made my
parents proud, but that I get
to do something I truly enjoy.

meet new people and help
those who are sick. In 2019, I
attended a School-to-Work
Program that helped me find
my true calling.

Brandon Gruis
I am a neurosurgeon. I
treat strokes, tumors, certain
types of birth defects, infections and head or spinal cord
injuries. My daily life as a
neurosurgeon is extremely
complex and demanding,
with rapidly changing tasks
and responsibilities.

to ensure that they work
properly.
Follow checklists to ensure that all critical parts are
examined. Perform basic
care and maintenance, including changing oil, checking fluid levels and rotating
tires. I also repair or replace
worn parts, such as brake
pads, wheel bearings and
sensors.

Torriana Edmonds

juries, cartilage damage and
arthritis.
I take pride in teaching
my patients how to manage
their conditions so they will
achieve long-term health
benefits, and develop a care
plan to both restore mobility
and reduce pain.
I earned my Doctor of
Physical Therapy degree and
passed a state administered
national exam. I have practiced in hospitals, outpatient
clinics and schools. Because
exercise related injuries are
so common, I currently work
at a fitness center.
My goal is to eventually
own a physical therapist
clinic where I can train those
who want to become physical
therapist.

Maurice Herring
Son Dozier

Ezra Calloway
Ezra Calloway
I am a licensed cosmetologist. I received my license
while attending high school.
As a cosmetologist, I treat
and style hair, nails, makeup,
etc.
I love seeing the happiness flourish over my clients
face after I have completed
their service. It makes me fall
in love with this career even
more and reassures me that
I have done my job and fulfilled their expectations.

Son Dozier
I am a professional
wrestler.
Professional
wrestlers combine acrobatic
maneuvers, physical feats,
character development, acting skills, athleticism and
showmanship to create a
scripted performance that
fans love. To become a professional wrestler, you need
to get in shape, develop your
acting skills and boost your
presentation skills.

Ira Covington

Jabari Crawford
Jabari Crawford, DDS
I am a Doctor of Dental
Surgery (DDS). I diagnose
and treat dental issues and
help patients develop better
oral hygiene regimens. I
clean teeth, correct bite issues, perform surgeries and
extractions and perform
other duties to ensure that
the teeth and mouth are
healthy.
I am located in Orlando
where I have taken over my
uncle's practice. I volunteer
and speak at local schools to
give them information on
what I do, hoping to inspire
them to chase and catch their
dreams.

Ira Covington
I am a digit al media specialist, which encompasses
graphic design, digital design, photography, videographer and film directing. My
bachelor's degree is in visual
arts.
I have excellent time
management skills and great
interpersonal and communication skills. I am responsible
for staying up-to-date with
digital media technologies
and latest trends, suggest
and implement direct marketing methods, design digital
media
campaigns
according to business goals,
coordinate and manage the
creation of all digital content
such as website, blogs, press
releases, podcasts, infographics and videos.

Justin Goffe
Justin Goffe
I am an airline pilot. I fly
passengers all over the country for both leisure and business. I also fly cargo for
commercial purposes. It
takes hard work and dedication to become an airline
pilot.
First, I had to earn a private pilot certificate, starting
with a single-engine plane.
After becoming a private
pilot, I earned an instrument
rating, which allows a pilot to
fly under instrument flight
rules and in all kinds of
weather.
Next, I earned a commercial pilot certificate. Pilots
must meet specific experience requirements and fly to
a higher standard in order to
become a commercial pilot,
which ultimately allows them
to legally be paid to fly.
Once the commercial
pilot requirements were satisfied, I obtained a flight instructor
certificate.
Becoming a certified flight instructor allows pilots to earn
a living flying. To fly large
passenger airliners, I added
multi-engine privileges to my
commercial pilot certificate,
which is the final step.
I take pride in making
sure my passengers enjoy
their flight and arrive safely to
their destination.

Markeda Hartwell

Kayla Flynn

Derrick Foster

Cora Covington
Cora Covington
I am a veterinarian. What
is a veterinarian you ask?
Simply put, I’m an animal
doctor. I treat any diseased
or injured animal, even
snakes! I enjoy treating all
animals, but it’s really special
when I get to work with
horses.
My job duties are just like
other doctors’ duties, only
my patients usually have four
legs or fur. I examine, diagnose and prescribe medications when needed. I also
perform surgeries. Not all
veterinarians perform surgeries. But I own a 24/7 veterinarian urgent care clinic,
and am qualified to do spay,
neuter and minor soft tissue
operations.

Derrick Foster
I am an NBA player and I
play and compete in the professional basketball league
NBA (National Basketball
Association) either for a living or for self-satisfaction.
I am a professional athlete. I entered the NBA and
became successful because I
am fearless, trained my body,
studied the game, and I
NEVER gave up. Many said
I wouldn't make it but I kept
pushing and believing in myself.
Torriana Edmonds,
MD
Yes, you are looking a
doctor, also known as a general practitioner. I work in the
community and see patients
of all ages and backgrounds.
I diagnose and treat a great
deal of patients independently as well as referring
them to the appropriate specialist for their medical opinion and advice. I always
wanted to try new things,

Maurice Herring
I am a neurosurgeon. I
take pride in being one of the
few African-American neurosurgeons in the country, but
am hopeful that more minorities will choose this profession in the future.
A neurosurgeon is a
medical specialist who treats
diseases and conditions affecting the nervous system,
which includes the brain, the
spine and spinal cord and the
peripheral nerves.
It took 15 long years for
me to become a neurosurgeon. First, I earned my
bachelor’s degree in biomedical science from Harvard
University. I then attended
Harvard’s Medical School
and earned my Doctor of
Medicine.
After that, I thankfully
passed my medical licensing
exam on my first try. Upon
earning my M.D., I completed a one year hospital internship followed by an eight
year neurosurgical residency.
Finally, I successfully became state licensed and
board certified. I am now the
head neurosurgeon at Johns
Hopkins Hospital.

Kayla Flynn R.N.
As a registered nurse, I
am the person most patients
deal with daily. It is my job to
administer medical care, answer patient questions and
communicate any concerns
to your nurse supervisor. I
educate patients about treatment plans; administer medications, wound care and
other treatment options.
I care for patients’ physical and mental well-being,
perform basic procedures,
monitoring, and even a
shoulder to cry on when
things get tough.

Markeda
Hartwell
M.D.
I obtained a bachelor's
degree, earned a four-year
medical degree and complete a four-year residency.
As an OB/GYN (obstetrician
and gynecologist), I specialize in the diagnosis, treatment and prevention of
diseases and disorders that
affect women, such as breast
cancer, cervical cancer and
menopause.
Additionally, I work with
expecting mothers throughout their pregnancies, during
childbirth and into postpartum.

Messiah Harris Smith

Brandon Gruis

Messiah Harris Smith
I am an automotive service technician. I received my
certification form Pinellas
Technical College. I work in
well-ventilated and well-lit repair shops.
I identify and fix automotive problems with computers and commonly work with
greasy parts and tools, sometimes in uncomfortable positions. I test parts and systems

Ja’niyah Johnson
Ja’niyah Johnson
I am a pediatrician. I am a
doctor who manages the
health of your child, including physical, behavior and
mental health issues. I am
trained to diagnose and treat
childhood illnesses, from
minor health problems to serious diseases.
I make sure your child
meets milestones in growth
and behavior skills. I provide
you with information regarding your child's health, safety,
nutrition and fitness needs.

India G. Sloan

Jade Stewart

Ja’Dashia Givens
Ja’Dashia Givens
I am a paramedic. I graduated from medical school
with a bachelor's degree.
Paramedics and emergency
medical technicians (EMTs)
care for the sick or injured in
emergency medical settings.
People's lives often depend on their quick reaction
and competent care. I respond to emergency calls,
performing medical services
and transporting patients to
medical facilities. I work both
indoors and outdoors in all
types of weather.
My work is physically
strenuous and can be stressful, sometimes involving lifeor-death situations.

Jade Stewart
I am a doctor in the army.
Like any other doctor, I
earned my bachelor’s and
medical degrees, and have
a license to practice medicine
in the U.S. An army doctor is
a medical professional who
serves the nation in the army.
Basically, I’m a doctor
first and earned my rank
after graduating from medical school. Hence army doctors always write their title
first, followed by their rank.
So allow me to reintroduce
myself, my name is Doctor
Sergeant Jade Stewart.
In order to be a doctor in
the military, you must have
self-discipline and be calm in
stressful situations. My duties include working in hospitals and medical centers,
providing care to soldiers
that have been injured in
combat and other emergencies.
I also provide care to civilians who are victims of natural disasters. My job is
challenging, but extremely
gratifying.

Imariyah G. Sloan
Imariyah G. Sloan
I am a cosmetologist. I
have always enjoyed playing
in makeup and trying different hairstyles. People don’t
realize how being a cosmetologist puts your creativity to
the test, but it is an extremely
challenging and competitive
profession.
There are cosmetologists
that make six-figure salaries,
and some even have their
own television shows. My
plan is to start a small lip
gloss company while attending college for business.
After that, I want to become a
successful entrepreneur focusing on fashion design.
India G. Sloan
I am a physical therapist.
My job duties include providing hands on evidence-based
care, exercise prescription,
joint mobilization and health
education to my patients. I
also help with the treatment
of conditions such as chronic
or acute pain, soft tissue in-

Janae Terrell
Janae Terrell
I am a certified general
dentist. As a general dentist,
it took me eight long years to
become who I am today. I
currently have my own dental practice ''Terrell & Co.
Dentistry.”
I am a primary care dental provider, and I treat, manage health problems. I
perform dental needs such
as gum issues, fillings and
crowns. I service adults and
children. I will continue to
further my business by helping my community fix their
oral health problems.
For more information
about the School-To-Work
Readiness program, you can
call 727-866-2747.

Healthy Adolescent Sexual
Development Study
IRB Reference Pro #000035214

Location
• University of South
Florida St. Petersburg
Compensation
• Earn a $30 gift card
per person
• Refreshments served
Benefits
• Helping researchers
to understand
how parenting affects
teen sexual behaviors
For more information
please contact
Dr. Kemesha Gabbidon
at 954-303-9198
or by email at
kgabbido@mail.usf.edu

Seeking parents and teens
to share their experiences
with supervision,
closeness, and
conversations about sex
Principal Investigator:
Kemesha Gabbidon, Ph.D.
Who whould participate?
• Teens ages 13 - 18 and
their parent(s).
• Families living in
Tampa-St. PetersburgClearwater area.
Benefits
• Complete a survey and
focus group.
• Participation takes
2 - 2.5 hours.

